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BORGWARNER BERU SYSTEMS TIRE SAFETY SYSTEM  
ENHANCES SAFETY IN THE VW PASSAT 

New Slim Tire Safety System (TSS) Alerts Drivers to Loss of Tire Pressure  

for Increased Safety and Better Fuel Economy 

 

Auburn Hills, Michigan, November 4, 2011 — BorgWarner BERU Systems direct-

measuring Tire Safety System (TSS) alerts drivers of the new VW Passat to low tire 

pressure, contributing to increased safety as well as better fuel economy. Featuring a new 

slim design, the third generation TSS is standard equipment in production models sold in 

the U.S. and is available as an option in Europe. Beginning in 2014, tire pressure 

monitoring systems will become mandatory on new vehicles throughout the European 

Union. 

“Low tire pressure can be dangerous. Braking distance is longer, and the car’s lane-

holding capacity deteriorates, potentially causing a driver to lose control of the vehicle. In 

addition, if tire pressure is too low, fuel consumption rises,” said Brady Ericson, President 

and General Manager, BorgWarner BERU Systems and Emission Systems. “Our Tire 

Safety System measures pressure and temperature at each wheel, alerting the driver to 

gradual or sudden loss of pressure and identifying the affected tire, all from the dashboard 

display.”  

According to a study by the Fédération Internationale de l’Automobile (FIA) in 

cooperation with tire manufacturer Bridgestone, about 2.11 billion gallons (8 billion liters) of 

fuel are wasted worldwide each year due to underinflated tires, corresponding to an added 

18.4 million tons of CO2

BorgWarner BERU Systems third generation TSS consists of a compact control unit 

with an integrated antenna and four wheel electronic units. The system measures the 

central pressure and temperature of each tire. Through signal strength analysis from the 

antenna, TSS detects the position of each wheel and informs the driver of a deviation of as 

 pollution. These same experts estimate a loss in tire pressure of 

as little as 0.6 bar increases fuel consumption about 4 percent and decreases the life of 

the tire by up to 45 percent. 



BorgWarner Inc. (BorgWarner BERU Systems Tire Safety System Enhances Safety in the 
VW Passat)-2 
 
 
 

 

little as 0.2 bar from the specified tire pressure. Local antenna placement offers vehicle 

makers more flexibility under the hood, and with just half of the components of the 

previous model, the new slim design is also more cost effective. The BorgWarner BERU 

Systems TSS provides high accuracy, responds more quickly and offers greater protection 

from interfering signals.  

About BorgWarner 

 Auburn Hills, Michigan-based BorgWarner Inc. (NYSE: BWA) is a technology leader 

in highly engineered components and systems for powertrain applications worldwide. 

Operating manufacturing and technical facilities in 59 locations in 19 countries, the 

company develops products to improve fuel economy, reduce emissions and enhance 

performance.

www.borgwarner.com

 Customers include VW/Audi, Ford, Toyota, Renault/Nissan, General Motors, 

Hyundai/Kia, Daimler, Chrysler, Fiat, BMW, Honda, John Deere, PSA, and MAN. For more 

information, please visit  . 

 

 

The BorgWarner BERU Systems Tire Safety System (TSS) alerts drivers of the new VW 

Passat when tire pressure is too low. Maintaining proper tire pressure helps enhance 

safety and improves fuel economy. (Vehicle photo courtesy of United Pictures) 

### 
Statements contained in this news release may contain forward-looking statements as contemplated by the 1995 
Private Securities Litigation Reform Act that are based on management’s current outlook, expectations, 
estimates and projections. Words such as “anticipates,” “believes,” “continues,” “could,” “designed,” “effect,” 
“estimates,” “evaluates,” “expects,” “forecasts,” “goal,” “initiative,” “intends,” “outlook,” “plans,”  “potential,” 

http://www.borgwarner.com/en/default.aspx�
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“project,” “pursue,” “seek,” “should,” “target,” “when,” “would,” variations of such words and similar expressions 
are intended to identify such forward-looking statements. Forward-looking statements are subject to risks and 
uncertainties, many of which are difficult to predict and generally beyond our control, that could cause actual 
results to differ materially from those expressed, projected or implied in or by the forward-looking statements.  
Such risks and uncertainties include: fluctuations in domestic or foreign vehicle production, the continued use by 
original equipment manufacturers of outside suppliers, fluctuations in demand for vehicles containing our 
products, changes in general economic conditions, as well as other risks noted reports that we file with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission, including the Risk Factors identified in our most recently filed Annual 
Report on Form 10-K. We do not undertake any obligation to update or announce publicly any updates to or 
revision to any of the forward-looking statements. 
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