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BorgWarner Reveals Latest Addition to the Borg-Warner 

Trophy®: 2020 Indianapolis 500 Winner Takuma Sato 

• Sculptor William Behrends carried on tradition by creating the three-dimensional bas-

relief sculpture of the winner’s face 

• There are now 107 faces adorning the coveted trophy  

• This marks the second time Takuma Sato’s likeness was added to the Borg-Warner 

Trophy®  

Auburn Hills, Michigan, February 19, 2021 – Takuma Sato, the first Japanese driver to win the 

Indianapolis 500 in 2017, is making his mark on history once again by becoming the 107th face to 

adorn the Borg-Warner Trophy® following his second Indy 500 victory in 2020. Sato’s image on 

the trophy was officially unveiled during a ceremony today at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway 

Museum, where it is kept permanently on display. The Borg-Warner Trophy® Unveiling Special 

was streamed for fans worldwide in celebration of the 100 Days Countdown to the 105th Running 

of the Indianapolis 500 presented by Gainbridge.  

  “The Borg-Warner Trophy is a revered tradition of the motorsport community and 

BorgWarner is pleased to carry on its incredible legacy,” said Frédéric Lissalde, President and 

CEO, BorgWarner Inc. “It is our honor to be a part of the unveiling of this year’s trophy, even 

more so following a tumultuous year that has taught us much about perseverance. Takuma’s 

hard work and dedication to his sport is outstanding and on behalf of all of BorgWarner, we 

extend our congratulations to him for his second badge of honor on this trophy that represents the 

pinnacle of performance for open-wheel racing.” 

  Commissioned in 1935, the sterling silver trophy stands more than 5 feet and 4 inches tall 

and weighs approximately 110 pounds, honoring every winner since 1911 with their sculpted 

faces affixed to the iconic trophy. 

  Crafting the life-like sculptures is a privilege that sculptor William Behrends has 

undertaken since 1990. Through a multi-phase process, he begins creating the likeness of the 

drivers based on a series of 360-degree photos. He then invites the winning driver, in this case 



 
 

borgwarner.com 

Sato, for an in-person session to produce a full-scale clay model of his face. The life-size clay 

image is used as a reference when Behrends works on the smaller model, which is created out of 

a mixture of oil-based clays. The clay model is eventually turned into a mold and then cast in wax, 

which is sent out to a jeweler to be transformed into sterling silver. Behrends ends his process by 

polishing and buffing the image before attaching it to the Borg-Warner Trophy. 

  “I am thrilled to once again have my face become a permanent fixture on the Borg-Warner 

Trophy,” said Sato. “William’s work is extraordinary, and it is amazing how much detail he can fit 

into the sterling silver sculptures. The effort he puts into making each individual winners’ 

personality and character is quite special and it was an honor to experience this thorough and 

remarkable process once again.” 

  Fans cheered on Sato from the comfort of their own homes during the 104th Indianapolis 

500 in August 2020, following the decision to not allow spectators to attend the race in light of the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Sato drove for Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing, averaging a speed of 

157.824 mph and leading 27 of 200 laps of the race.  

Later this year, Sato will be receiving a BorgWarner Championship Driver's Trophy, also 

known as a Baby Borg, which is a miniature replica of the Borg-Warner Trophy that will feature a 

duplicate of his sterling silver image. Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing will also receive a 

memento commemorating the victory: the BorgWarner Championship Team Owner’s Trophy. 

 

About BorgWarner 

BorgWarner Inc. (NYSE: BWA) is a global product leader in clean and efficient technology 

solutions for combustion, hybrid and electric vehicles. Building on its original equipment expertise, 

BorgWarner also brings market leading product and service solutions to the global aftermarket. 

With manufacturing and technical facilities in 96 locations in 24 countries, the company employs 

approximately 50,000 worldwide. For more information, please visit borgwarner.com. 

 The Borg-Warner Trophy, BorgWarner Championship Driver's Trophy, and BorgWarner 

Championship Team Owner's Trophy are trademarks of BorgWarner Inc.  
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Takuma Sato’s likeness is added for the second time to the Borg-Warner Trophy®  

 
Forward-Looking Statements: This press release may contain forward-looking statements as contemplated by the 

1995 Private Securities Litigation Reform Act that are based on management’s current outlook, expectations, estimates 

and projections. Words such as “anticipates,” “believes,” “continues,” “could,” “designed,” “effect,” “estimates,” 

“evaluates,” “expects,” “forecasts,” “goal,” “guidance,” “initiative,” “intends,” “may,” “outlook,” “plans,” “potential,” 

“predicts,” “project,” “pursue,” “seek,” “should,” “target,” “when,” “will,” “would,” and variations of such words and similar 

expressions are intended to identify such forward-looking statements. Further, all statements, other than statements of 

historical fact contained or incorporated by reference in this press release that we expect or anticipate will or may occur 

in the future regarding our financial position, business strategy and measures to implement that strategy, including 

changes to operations, competitive strengths, goals, expansion and growth of our business and operations, plans, 

references to future success and other such matters, are forward-looking statements. Accounting estimates, such as 

those described under the heading “Critical Accounting Policies and Estimates” in Item 7 of our Annual Report on Form 

10-K for the year ended December 31, 2019 (“Form 10-K”), are inherently forward-looking. All forward-looking 

statements are based on assumptions and analyses made by us in light of our experience and our perception of 

historical trends, current conditions and expected future developments, as well as other factors we believe are 
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appropriate in the circumstances. Forward-looking statements are not guarantees of performance, and the Company’s 

actual results may differ materially from those expressed, projected or implied in or by the forward-looking statements. 

You should not place undue reliance on these forward-looking statements, which speak only as of the date of this press 

release. Forward-looking statements are subject to risks and uncertainties, many of which are difficult to predict and 

generally beyond our control, that could cause actual results to differ materially from those expressed, projected or 

implied in or by the forward-looking statements. These risks and uncertainties, among others, include: uncertainties 

regarding the extent and duration of impacts of matters associated with COVID-19, including additional production 

disruptions; the failure to realize the expected benefits of the acquisition of Delphi Technologies PLC that the Company 

completed on October 1, 2020; the failure to promptly and effectively integrate acquired businesses; the potential for 

unknown or inestimable liabilities relating to acquired businesses; our dependence on automotive and truck production, 

both of which are highly cyclical and subject to disruptions; our reliance on major OEM customers; commodities 

availability and pricing; supply disruptions; fluctuations in interest rates and foreign currency exchange rates; availability 

of credit; our dependence on key management; our dependence on information systems; the uncertainty of the global 

economic environment; the outcome of existing or any future legal proceedings, including litigation with respect to 

various claims; future changes in laws and regulations, including, by way of example, tariffs, in the countries in which 

we operate; impacts from any potential future acquisition or divestiture transactions; and the other risks, including by 

way of example, pandemics and quarantines, noted in reports that we file with the Securities and Exchange 

Commission, including Item 1A, “Risk Factors” in our most recently-filed Form 10-K and in our most recently-filed Form 

10-Q. We do not undertake any obligation to update or announce publicly any updates to or revisions to any of the 

forward-looking statements in this press release to reflect any change in our expectations or any change in events, 

conditions, circumstances, or assumptions underlying the statements. 
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